[Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in children: analysis of nutritional status and other prognostic factors].
The influence of the nutritional status and other prognostic factors on the survival of 43 children with non-Hodgkińs lymphoma was investigated in a retrospective study. The median age was 5.3 years. Most children had advanced abdominal disease and Rappaport's diffuse undifferentiated type. The median time of follow-up was 4.7 years (0.1 to 12.9 years). The estimated probability of 5 and 10-year survival was 69% -/+ 7%. The unfavorable prognostic factors were metabolic disturbances, treatment with the LSA(2)L(2) protocol, unresectable tumoral mass, age below 2 years and stage III or IV disease. The nutritional status did not influence the outcome. Eight children died within the first days of hospital admission; five had extensive abdominal Burkitt's type lymphoma with elevated uric acid concentration. All had been treated with nonfractionated high-dose cyclophosphamide in the first four years of the study and had metabolic complications which probably led to their death. The authors conclude that the overall survival is similar to that reported in the literature; the nutritional status did not influence the outcome; the high frequency of early death in the first days of treatment was probably due to the toxic-metabolic effects of nonfractionated high-dose cyclophosphamide, but other adverse factors were clearly associated.